
Professor Emerita Jaia Syvitski 

With PhD (Oceanography & Geological Science) from UBC (1978), 
Professor Syvitski held appointments within Canadian universities 
while at the Bedford Institute of Oceanography, then Director of 
CU’s Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research (1995–07), and the 
Executive Director (2007–17) of the Community Surface Dynamics 
Modeling System, a 68-country effort to develop, support, and 
disseminate computer models to the science community, Chair the 
International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme, a knowledge-based 
planetary program to help societies adopt more sustainable 

pathways during a time of rapid global change. Jaia is an AGU Fellow, a recipient of the Royal 
Society of Canada’s Huntsman Medal in Marine Science, and the SEPM Shepard Medal in 
Marine Geology, and a DSc in Sustainability and Earth-System Science from Newcastle 
University (UK).  

 

 

Dr. Hannah Power  

Dr Hannah Power has over 12 years of experience 
working as a coastal and marine scientist and is an 
Associate Professor in the School of Environmental and 
Life Sciences at the University of Newcastle. Hannah’s 
research interests are focussed on geomorphology and 
hydrodynamics in the coastal zone and her research 
covers a wide range of topics from breaking wave 
hydrodynamics on sandy beaches, to geomorphic change 

on coral reefs through time, to tsunami inundation modelling. Hannah holds a PhD (Coastal 
Engineering) from the University of Queensland and a B Sc (Marine Science) (Honours I) 
from the University of Sydney. Hannah is a Science Technology Australia 2021 Superstar of 
STEM and was awarded an Australian Institute of Policy and Science NSW Young Tall Poppy 
Award in 2021. Hannah is the founder of the Australasian Young Coastal Scientists and 
Engineers Conference series which aims to connect, foster, and showcase the next generation 
of coastal scientists and engineers. Hannah is also a member of the NSW Coastal Council, an 
independent expert panel that provides advice to the Minister on coastal issues and 
management.  

  


